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MUSIC FOR BALLET AND DANCE 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Rosamunde overture (1823)                        Franz Schubert(1797-1828) 

The first publication that linked the overture of Die Zauberharfe (The Magic Harp) with the 

Rosemunde incidental music was in the 1855 publication of the score and parts of that overture, 

indicating it as overture to the drama Rosemunde. There is no proof it was ever Schubert’s intention to 

associate that overture to the rest of the Rosemunde incidental music to the play and ballet. The PCO 

follows this traditional association! 

 

Prelude and Mazurka, Intro and Waltz              Leo Delibes (1836-1891) 

from the ballet “Coppelia” (1870) 

Premiered in 1870 at the Imperial Opera, is based on ETA Hoffman’s two short stories, The Doll 

and The Sandman and here arranged by Ian Cobb and Henri Mouton 

 

Petite Suite (1886-89)                           Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 

1 En bateau, 2 Cortege, 3 Minuet, 4 Ballet 

The suite for piano four-hands was composed between 1886 and 89 and first performed by 

Debussy and composer/publisher Jacques Durand in 1889, and here arranged by Henri Mouton 

 

Swan Lake - selection Op.20 (1876)               Peter Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 

1 Scene, 3 Dance of the Swans, 4 Scene, 5 Hungarian Dance 

Composed in1875-76 and fashoined from Russian folk tales and tells the story of Odette, a 

princess turned into a swan by a sorcerer’s curse. These movements are taken from a suite arranged by 

Aubrey Winter. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Romeo and Juliet Op.64                        Sergei Prokofiev(1891-1953) 

March of the Knights 

First performed in 1938 in Brno, the ballet is based on Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and Juliet. 

Prokofiev reused the music from the ballet in three suites. This piece no 13 in the ballet and is the main 

part of the Montagues and Capulets in Suite 2. The opening theme has been used for the television 

programme The Apprentice. 

 

March from the opera                          Sergei Prokofiev(1891-1953) 

The Love of theThree Oranges Op.33(1921) 

Whilst in the US on his first visit with a commisioned work, Prokofiev was approached to write an 

opera. The Love of the Three Oranges was the result as he was influenced by the Commedia dell’arte 

and Surrealism and was first performed in Chicago in 1921. 

   

 

Jewel Dances from the ballet “Aladdin” (1974)     Ernest Tomlinson (1924-2015) 

Emerald, Pearl and Aladdin’s Dance of Joy,   

The Northern Dance Theatre, (as it was then known, now Northern Ballet and now based in 

Leeds), commissioned the full-length ballet “Aladdin” in 1974. It had over 100 performances in this 

country.” Dances from Aladdin” won Ernest Tomlinson an Ivor Novello Award as the best light music 

work of 1974. 

Three suites were made from the ballet, and the Four Jewel Dances being a particularly 

effective grouping, though we only play three today.  

Aladdin having entered the cave, the various ‘jewels shine in solo dances. The Finale of Act 1 

follows, in which Aladdin rejoices in his good fortune, finally collecting up his goodies and clambering 



out of the cave! 

Waltz for a Princess  

Which princess the composer had in mind is not revealed: but surely it is a princess from the 

make-believe world of fairy-tale; beautiful to look at in glittering attire and dancing the lightest of 

graceful steps. 

 

Lucia’s Dance (2017) PCO Commission                      Julian Davies 

The first performance of this exciting tango was in our Music from the Palm Court in April, 

2017, and was so well received by audience and orchestra, I thought it would be good to hear it again! 

 

Three Bavarian Dances Op.27 (1896)               Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

1 Sonnenbichl, (Dance) 2 In Hammersbach,(Lullaby) 3 Bei Murnau(Marksmen) 

These three dances arranged by Elgar from the set of six songs Elgar wrote entitled From the 

Bavarian Highlands as a momento of a holiday the Elgars had in Upper Bavaria in 1894. The suite 

was first performed in 1897, conducted by Elgar at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham, London. 

 


