
‘DANCING NIGHTS’ 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Oveture ‘Di Ballo’                               Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) 

 

This gloriously sunny overture, full of dance rhythms, was first performed at the 

Birmingham Festival in 1870, the same year as his opera‘Thespis’ with librettist, 

W.S.Gilbert, and five years before the opera‘Trial by Jury’ and the Rupert D’Oyly Carte 

Opera Company collaboration to last for many years and twelve operas. 

 

‘Waltz’ from the ballet, ‘Sleeping Beauty’ Op.66 No.6        Peter Tschaikowsky 

                                                            (1840-1893)                                                                                           

One of the most famous and popular waltes ever, was written in 1888 and 1889 and 

comes from the ballet, ‘Sleeping Beauty’. 

 

‘Flute Dance’ from ‘La Fille mal Gardee’ ballet     Ferdinand Herold (1791-1833) 

                                Arr. John Lanchbery and Adapted by David Stone 

Although this music is from another period, it’s charm has been developed by the 20th 

century arranger, John Lanchbery as a part of his delightful ballet. 

 

‘Cinderella Waltz’                                 Ernest Tomlinson (1924- ) 

 

The story of Cinderella was a radio musical play, with a book by Roy Plomley and lyrics 

by Henrik Edge. It was commisioned in 1955 by the Light Music Department of the BBC 

for performance on Christmas Eve. The Cinderella waltz accompanies the heroine as she 

and the Prince indulge in terpsichorean delights in the majestic chandeliered ballroom. 

This score was the beginning of Ernest Tomlinson’s full-time career as a composer and 

arranger for the BBC. 

 

‘Vimy Ridge’ - march                            Thomas Bidgood (1858-1925) 

 

After graduation as a music student, Bidgood was employed by the Beckton Gas Works 

in Kent, and subsequently became the Bandmaster of the the Beckton Band of the Gas, 

Light and Coke Company! What a start to life as a musician? However, he wrote many 

walzes and marches including this 1921 march celebrating the Vimy Ridge campaign by 

the Canadian forces in the WW1. 

 

‘Dancing Nights’ Concert Waltz                    Eric Coates (1886-1957) 

 

Written in 1932, this work celebrates so much of English music of this period with its 

easy to listen to melodies and colours. It is less performed than his more well-known 

melodies, and once again, has hints of Richard Strauss! 

 

 

‘Fete Boheme’ from ‘Scenes Pittoresques’            Jules Massenet (1842-1912) 



One of four delightful dance movements arranged by H. Mouton in 1911. Massenet wrote 

a number of operas and ballet scores, including the operas ‘Manon’ and ‘Werther’ and 

ballet, ‘Le Cid’. 

 

Suite from the ‘Ballet Egyptien’                   Alexanre Luigini (1850-1906) 

 

This is the second ballet suite of Luigini’s the PCO has played, the first being ‘Ballet 

Russe’, but is the more wellknown for the famous ‘sand dance’ of entertainers such as 

Nat Jackley, and also had words added by Flanders and Swan! 

 

1. Allegro non troppo, 2. Allegretto, 3.Andante sostenuto, 4. Andantino espressivo - 

Allegro non troppo 

                        

INTERVAL  -  TWENTY MINUTES 

 

‘Spanish Dance’ Op. 12 No.1                   Moritz Moszkowski (1854-1925) 

 

Moszkowsky wrote two books of Spanish Dances for piano duet, which were so very 

popular in the English Drawing Room, resulting in this orchestral arrangement byValentin 

Frank. 

 

‘Polka’ from the opera ‘The Bartered Bride’         Bedrich Smetana (1824-1884) 

                                                       Arr. Hugo 

Riesenfeld 

The delightful folk opera of Smetana has three wonderful dance moments including this 

charming polka. The opera was written during the serge of Nationalism in the early 19 th 

century and even includes a circus troupe in an air balloon landing on stage in the 3rd act! 

 

Hungarian Dance  in G minor                  Johannes Brahms (11833-1897) 

                                                        Arr. Adolf Schmid 

Brahms orchestrated a number of Hungarian dances in 1874 and this is one of the most 

well-known. He also wrote four symphonies, concertos, chamber music and songs. 

 

‘Waltz of the Flowers’ from the ‘Nutcracker’ ballet Peter Tschaikowsky (1840-1893) 

 

Another wonderful, melodious waltz by Tschaikowsky taken from the charming 

‘Nutcracker’ ballet. 

 

‘Ballet Music’ from the opera ‘Faust’               Charles Gounod (1818-1893) 

 

Gounod wrote numerous operas covering a wide range of subjects, and always included 

ballet scenes for the ballet at Paris Opera. This suite is his most popular and contains 

some of his most wonderful melodies. It was written in 1852-59. 

. 

1.Tempo di Valse, 2. Adagio, 3. Allegretto, 4. Moderato maestoso, 5. Moderato con moto 

6. Allegretto, 7. Allegro vivo. 



 

 


